
FEBRUARY 2009

MINISTERS SMITHERMAN AND WATSON ADDRESS OHBA
Hon. George Smitherman, Minister of Energy and Infrastructure was the keynote speaker at the Industry 
Leader’s Dinner on January 13th.  The Minister highlighted the importance of infrastructure and the 
government’s plan for sustainable growth.  He also praised home builders for being leaders in the 
community and at the forefront in implementing green technologies.  

Hon. Jim Watson, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing addressed the OHBA Board of Directors, 
Executive Officers’ and other guests at the Forum.  He spoke about the government’s vision of Ontario 
during this period of economic uncertainty.

BANK OF CANADA RATES HIT RECORD LOWS

The Bank of Canada lowered its key 
overnight rate on January 20.  The 
operating band for the overnight rate 
is correspondingly lowered, and the 
Bank Rate is now 1 1/4 per cent, the 
lowest rate in more than 50 years.

ENERQUALITY AWARDS OF EXCELENCE
Industry professionals and builders gathered at the 21st anniversary of Ontario Forum 
on January 17th to celebrate the best in energy efficient sustainable homebuilding at the 
2009 EnerQuality Awards.  

Energy Star for New Homes Builder of the Year Award:           
Large Volume Builder:        Mattamy Homes                   
Medium Volume Builder:   Reid’s Heritage Homes
Small Volume Builder:   Durham Custom Homes

Green Builder of the Year: Empire Communities
R-2000 Builder of the Year:          Urbandale Construction
GreenHouse Builder of the Year:   Durham Custom Homes

IMPORTANT DATES
• Builders’ Council Meeting: February 4, 10:00am
• OHBA/Tarion Liaison Committee: February 10, 10:00am
• BILD/OHBA Builder Seminar: February 11
• CHBA Meetings and Conference: February 25 – March 1
• OHBA Executive Committee: March 3, 3:00pm
• OHBA Board of Directors: March 4, 12:30pm 

Source: Bank of Canada
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PRE-BUDGET SUBMISSION
OHBA has drafted a pre-budget submission for the Ministry of Finance. As in past years we are advocating 
significant infrastructure investments and are cautioning the government on harmonization of the PST and 
GST. OHBA is also reminding the government that the current regulatory regime is too burdensome for the 
residential sector, and that the increases in costs and bureaucracy, such as amending WSIB coverage will 
only compound problems in the industry. The document is available online at: www.ohba.ca

OHBA has also met with the Minister of Finance, Dwight Duncan regarding the upcoming provincial budget 
and to outline industry concerns and recommendations. Topics include: Economic Stimulus and job creation; 
consumer confidence; infrastructure; harmonization of GST/PST; and the underground economy.

BROWNFIELDS
The province will conclude its consultation for proposed regulatory amendments to Brownfields Regulations 
(O. Reg 153/04) for Records of Site Condition on February 10th.
 OHBA and BILD are working together with a consulting firm (Stantec) to produce a joint submission to 

the Ministry of the Environment in response to the proposed regulatory amendments;
 In the past couple of months OHBA has raised concerns about the brownfields reforms package 

directly with the Ministers of the Environment and of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Energy and 
Infrastructure and Natural Resources. The OHBA has worked closely with the Ministry of the 
Environment throughout the consultation.  

 Primary areas of concern in the proposed reform package include, but are not limited to: very 
conservative soil and groundwater standards that will designate more sites as brownfields and require
more sites to go through a Risk Assessment process. OHBA is also providing recommendations on 
the transition rules and the functionality of the proposed Modified Generic Model Tier 2 Risk 
Assessment.

LAKE SIMCOE PROTECTION PLAN
In late January the Ministry of the Environment released the draft Lake Simcoe Protection Plan. The draft 
protection plan represents the next step in protecting Lake Simcoe and follows the passage of the Lake 
Simcoe Protection Act on December 10, 2008. OHBA is seeking feedback from the membership to prepare 
an industry submission prior to the end of the public comment period of March 13, 2009. For more 
information please visit www.ene.gov.on.ca

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE UPDATE
EnerGuide 80 and the Ontario Building Code: OHBA participated in a forum hosted by the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing to discuss the up-coming changes to the Building Code referencing 
EnerGuide 80 as a minimum standard for energy efficiency in all new homes by 2012.  While there was 
interesting discussion around energy labeling and the EnerGuide for New Homes rating scale, almost 
everyone in attendance was in agreement that solely referencing EnerGuide 80 as an energy performance 
standard in the Building Code was not going to give municipalities, builders and consumers the kind of 
surety that they have come to expect from the Building Code.  OHBA is optimistic that MMAH will continue 
to consult with stakeholders and develop prescriptive requirements in advance of the implementation date.

ACCESSIBLE HOUSING COUNCIL UPDATE
The OHBA’s special working group addressing accessible housing needs has drafted their report and 
recommendations on universal design and construction considerations.  The draft report has been 
forwarded to Albert Schepers the OHBA representative of the Built Environment Standards Development 
Committee, for his use in discussion and development of accessibility standards for the Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act.  The Council’s report will be made available soon to the OHBA membership through the 
OHBA website.

ABORIGINAL ISSUES
OHBA, BILD and the Brantford HBA met in early December with representatives from the Ministry of 
Aboriginal Affairs to discuss the framework for a proposed Treaty Commission of Ontario as a result of 
recommendations put forth by the Ipperwash Inquiry.
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